Training Course for E3AN Consultants

Thursday 9th November 14:00-19.30 
Wednesday 15th November 14:00 - 19.30
Seminar Room 2, Zepler Building, University of Southampton

Aim: To prepare consultants to participate in the E3AN project

Objectives: At the end of the session attendees will:

· understand the objectives of the E3AN project

· share a common vocabulary of skills and learning levels and assessment methods

· understand how to format questions ready for input to the database

· understand how to prepare a range of objective tests

Course Outline

13.30-14.00
Coffee and registration

14.00-14.30
Introduction to the E3AN Project

14.30-15.15
Linking Assessments to Learning Outcomes

15.15 - 15-30
Coffee

15.30-16.00
The e3an question database

16.00-17.00
Preparing objective test questions

17.00-17.15
Tea/discussion

17.15-18.00
Working through example questions (theme groups)

18.00-19.30
Task specification and allocation

Specifying theme extent and boundaries, question types to be developed and responsibilities

19.30
Close

Resources:

To be added

Introduction to the E3AN Project (30 mins) Presentation
· Why assessment matters - it shapes the student's learning

· The importance of formative assessment and feedback in learning

· The database of questions

· The network of contributors and users

· Themes and consultants tasks

· Data Format independence

· Distribution of the database

Linking Assessments to Learning Outcomes (45 mins) Presentation + Activity
· Formative vs summative assessment

· Discussion of the range of assessment methods open to us.  

· Discussion with reference to the skills and learning levels (Bloom's taxonomy) that may be tested. 

· unseen exams;

· labs;

· oral exams;

· objective tests;

· problem-solving exercises;

· essay assignments;

· oral presentations;

· design tasks;

· computer based exercises;

· exhibition/poster displays;

· independent projects;

· group projects.

· The role and importance of learning objectives.

A few example questions will be analysed at this stage.

The e3an question database
(15 mins) Presentation - Hugh Davis
The principle of keeping data in XML mark-up

A look at the mark-up and templates, metadata

Objective tests and QTI

Computer Aided Assessment Packages

· Questionmark

· Blackboard

· Web-CT

· Castle

· Triads

etc.

There will be a short demonstration of the word templates, Questionmark and QTI

Preparing objective test questions (1 hour 30 mins) Presentation plus activity
The Anatomy of a question

Writing Stems

Writing distracters

Beyond Multiple Choice 

· True/False 

· Assertion-reason

· Multiple Response 

· Matching 

· Text/Numerical 

· Ranking 

· Graphical hotspot 

Collecting Evidence for the need for questions from student and teacher experiences

Constructing objective tests

· starting with learning objectives

· starting with old questions

· starting with common known problem areas or common mistakes and misconceptions.

these will be illustrated with real examples.
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